
18 June 2019  
 
OPEN LETTER FROM WOMEN HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS FROM AROUND 
THE WORLD FOR URGENT PROTECTION OF PAKISTANI HUMAN RIGHTS 
DEFENDER, GULALAI ISMAIL  
 
We, the undersigned, women human rights defenders from around the world, are 
deeply concerned about the life and well-being of Pakistani woman human rights 
defender Gulalai Ismail.  
 
Gulalai Ismail is an award winning Pakistani human rights defender, co-founder and 
Chairperson of Aware Girls, and Chairperson of the Youth Peace Network. She has 
been recognized in Pakistan and around the world for her work on women’s rights, 
promoting peace and countering and preventing violent extremism especially in rural 
Khyber Paktunkhwa area in North West Pakistan. Gulalai was the only Pakistani woman 
to advocate for the landmark UN Resolution 2250 on youth, peace and security. She is 
the recipient of the  International Humanist Award 2014,Commonwealth Youth Award 
2015, Anna Politkovskaya Award 2017, among many others.  
 
In May 2019, police complaints were brought against Gulalai Ismail for allegedly inciting 
hatred and enmity, defamation and sedition, following a speech she gave at a rally in 
Islamabad, against the rape and murder of a ten-year-old girl. On 15 May 2019, the 
minor girl went missing near her home in Islamabad, and her body was found in a forest 
on 21 May leading to public outrage and protest. Gulalai has been vocal in her criticism 
of the lack of justice in the child’s rape and killing. Following her speech made at protest 
of the child’s rape and murder demanding justice, two First Information (FIR) Reports 
were filed against Gulalai under section 500 (punishment for defamation), 153-A 
(promoting enmity between different groups), 124-A for Sedition as well as section 6/7 
of the Anti-Terrorism Act, 1997. 
 
We, the undersigned, are deeply concerned that Gulalai may also face charges under 
Pakistan's Anti-Terrorism Act 1997.  
 
We are concerned that these complaints against Gulalai Ismail cannot be taken lightly, 
as she may face long periods of detention. We believe the complaints are merely a tool 
to silence a woman human rights defender and an outspoken advocate to end violence 
against women and girls in Pakistan.  
 
We, the women human rights defenders from around the world, call on the Pakistani 
Government and the Pakistani Military authorities to ensure the police complaints and 
the charges against Gulalai Ismail are dropped immediately and that measures are 
taken to protect her and her family from harassment and threats on her life.  
 
We also strongly call on the international community and the Member States of the UN 
Human Rights Council to ensure the safety of Gulalai Ismail and for ending the 



persecution and threats against her in Pakistan to end. 
 
The work of women human rights defenders like Gulalai, is meant to defend the rights 
and equality of women and girls in Pakistan and around the world so that we can have a 
more peaceful and just world.  
 
We, the women human rights defenders from around the world call for an end to the 
harassment and persecution of peaceful human rights defender Gulalai Ismail and her 
family. Gulalai has been a beacon of hope to many women, girls and youth in her 
community, whose voices could not be heard. She is a brave voice whose work any 
country and the world should be proud of.  
 
In 2013, the United Nations passed the first ever resolution No 68/181 that called for 
protection of women human rights defenders. At a time when 321 human rights 
defenders from around the world were killed in 2018 due to their work for peace and 
justice, we urgently call on the governments of the world to ensure the safety and 
protection of women human rights defenders, before more lives are lost.  
 
We, the following women human rights defenders from around the world firmly stand 
with Gulalai and all other human rights defenders in the world and we strongly call upon 
the government of Pakistan to ensure her safety and security. #WeStandWithGulalai 
#protectgulalai #protectWHRDs  
 
In solidarity and strength, 
 
Signed /- 
 
Saba Ismail  
Aware Girls 
Mariana Katzarova 
Reach All Women in War  
Binalakshmi Nepram  
Northeast India Women Initiative for Peace  
 
Salma Ismail 
 
Noreen Faryal Qaisar 
 
Jaana Rehnstrom 
The Kota Alliance 
 
Contact: ProtectGulalai@Gmail.com/ AwareGirls.AG@Gmail.com 
 


